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visited on the children unto the third and fourth
generations." In revising the school system they
began by expelling all students whose origin was
what they classified as "non-worker." Any student
whose origin had the slightest taint of the despised
bourgeois or nobility was then barred from all
schools. The mere presence there of such a student
was considered contaminating and detrimental to
the inculcation of true communist thought in this
new generation of workers. The one qualification
necessary for a student in order to enter school was
his worker origin, and the children of what were
classified then as "heavy workers" were on the pre-
ferred list.

So great was the eagerness of all classes of Rus-
sian youth for education that many of the children
of the declassified categories left their homes, went
to far-distant points where they were unknown, and
there presented falsified papers to substantiate their
declarations that they were of worker origin. This
becomes even more remarkable in consideration of
the fact that in doing it they were running grave
risks, for the government had established a system
of espionage in the schools, just as it had within the
Communist Party, and as in the latter so also in the
schools it had instituted chistk<z$ or purges, which